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III.— SUPERSTITIONS AND POPULAR BELIEFS IN 
GREEK COMEDY. 

As to the scope of this paper and its governing principles, I 
refer the reader to the introduction of my paper on ' Superstition 
in Greek Tragedy.' 1 One word, however, should be said about 
the material on which it is based. The extended use which 
Plautus and Terence both have made of Greek originals might 
lead to the expectation that their plays have likewise been made 
use of in the following discussion. This has not been done, 
partly because I do not wish to extend this paper to an undue 
length, partly because I think it better, for reasons of method, to 
discuss this borrowing and adapting of beliefs in its proper place, 
viz. the discussion of Roman beliefs. 

i. — In trying to define the extent of superstition 2 in antiquity I 
called attention to the fact that the word cWiS<u/ioj>ia shows the 
origin to have been an exaggerated fear of divine spirits. From 
the comparatively late appearance of the word in Greek literature, 
and from the conditions of the age when it first appears, I ven- 
tured to argue that it had its origin about 400 B. C, in round 
numbers, in that seething cauldron of religious sectarianism which 
is marked by the preponderance of Orphicism and by the growing 
acceptance of the cult of Cybele by the lower classes. I tried 
also to show that such transformation of religious belief into 
superstition was not the product of isolated circumstances, but 
that it is subject to a law which, therefore, must be expected to 
work wherever similar conditions exist. To this I believe I am 
able to adduce additional testimony. Even in Menander's time 
the word fcun8aii>uav was not yet firmly established. In fact, the 
word SXoXor repeatedly occurs in its stead, not only here, but also 
in the Old Comedy. 3 Now, this word can only refer to the 
enthusiastic shouts of some religious service — in one word, to the 
cult of the Great Mother. It is well known that Cybele priests 

1 Transactions Am. Phil. Assoc. XXVII 5 ff. 2 Ibidem, XXVI 40 ff. 

s Menand. Aeicidaifiuv, 112 K., inc. 1046 IC; Theopomp. Tiaa/zevoc, 61 K. 
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were no mere functionaries in the ritual, but that, beyond this, 
they were busily engaged in miraculous cures. 1 It can also be 
proved from Menander's comedies. 2 That the 6\o\vyp6s played a 
prominent part in the rites of the Great Mother would be inferred 
from their enthusiastic character. But for this, too, we have an 
express testimony in the verses of Menander's Mw6ywos s : 

idvopep 8e 7rciTaxi9 rrjc r)p.(pas 
e/ev/xj3dXi£bp 8 errra Oepdiratvat kukXg>, 
ai 8 wXdXufoj'. 

The history of the word prirpayvpr-qs, likewise, tends to show that 
at a comparatively early stage the more exaggerated features of 
the cult had fallen into deep contempt. The rivalry between 
8e«ri8eu>cDv and oXoXor enables us to witness, as it were, the slow 
decay of a true religion, or rather of some of its features, into 
superstition, an opportunity not often offered in antiquity. 

It is, however, unsafe to speak too confidently. As I have 
urged in the paper referred to, 4 the individuality of the writer is 
of the greatest moment in these questions, and we might sadly 
misjudge popular feeling by making the comedian our standard. 
An example of this is furnished by Aristophanes. 5 In his Amphi- 
araos he had censured the credulity of the Athenians as regards 
the miraculous cures wrought in the Amphiaraion at Oropos. 
This appeared to him to be superstition. But did the Athenians 
in general regard it as such? The sacred precinct of Amphiaraos 
certainly continued to give birth to innumerable miracles and to 
form the centre of a fervent worship down to much later times, as 
the well-known records unearthed at Oropos prove beyond doubt. 
As to Menander himself, not only the fact that he wrote a comedy 
called Ae«™8ai><oK, but also his verses about the Syrian fish-taboo, 6 
show that he was considerably in advance of his own age as far 
as popular beliefs are concerned. Now, this should certainly 

1 E. Rohde, Psyche, 336 ff. 

2 Menand. 'lepem, 245 K. About the time of the Rhea-Cybele cult cp. also 
Preller-Robert, I 651. 

3 326 K. = inc. 601 K. It is significant that the passage occurs in the 
Micoywoc. Women at all times have been the chosen agents of superstition 
and its most influential proselytisers. Compare the influence of the freed- 
women in imperial Rome, as shown in the poems of Horace, Ovid, Tibullus. 
See also Index s. prostitute. 

4 Transact. Am. Ass. XXVI 43, 50. 5 See Bergk, Ar. fgm., p. 951. 
6 Menand. inc. 544 K. 
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warn us to exercise the greatest discretion in relegating a beliei 
to the sphere of superstition. It cannot be repeated too often 
that the line of demarcation between superstition and religion 
fluctuates. 

2. — Aristophanes, *Hp<o«, 306 K.: 

pi/re noddpnrTpov 6vpa£ efc^fiTe prytt \oirpiov. 

At first blush this looks like a measure of sanitation which must 
have been very welcome indeed where the streets were still 
unpaved. But the fragment had its place in a comedy which, by 
its very name, dealt with 'souls.' It is a hackneyed fact that 
such apparently sanitary measures almost always had their origin 
in religion. So it is here also. The sacredness of the door 1 
hardly needs proving. It will be sufficient to quote Menander 2 : 

paprvpopat, vol pa tov AttoXXw tovtovl 
tcai ras Bvpai. 

This sacredness would be a sufficient reason for the prohibition. 
However, its root seems to lie deeper. At the door the souls 
have one of their habitual haunts, though I hardly recollect 
any reference to it from Greek soil. 3 But among the Hebrews 
the seat of the Elohim of the family was at the door. When the 
Hebrew slave declared his willingness to remain a slave rather 
than to make use of the liberty offered him with the return of the 
jubilee year, he was led to the door and his ear was fastened to 
the door-post with an awl.* Moreover, from German superstition 
we know of a custom that will admirably help to explain the 
Greek prohibition. Immediately after the coffin has been carried 
out of the house, the pail of water with which the corpse was 
washed is poured out after it. This is to prevent the return of 
the soul. 5 Thus, to pour out the water of the bath would drive 
the spirits from their abode. Hence its prohibition by the rjpaes. 

1 Cp. H. C. Trumbull, The Threshold-Covenant. 

2 Menand. inc. 740 K. 

3 Except, perhaps, the threshold sacrifice in Mag. Pap. V. Ill 27. 
4 Deuteron. 15, 17. About the meaning of this ceremony cp. Pauly-Wissowa, 

I 30, 60. 

5 Wuttke, Volksabergl.*, §732. Cp. Grimm, Mythol., App., 846. A similar 
custom prevails in modern Greece : C. Wachsmuth, Das alte Griechenland im 
Neuen, 119, 129. The slang expression 'to kick the bucket,' so widely used 
among English-speaking peoples, may possibly be connected with this custom. 
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3. — Aristophanes, TeXpicr^s, 532 K.: 

mvaidfTKOv arrvpov l)(dvr)p6v. 
Api<TTO<pavr)s 8e eoiKC tStatpeip rivas cmipovs Kai ep.irvpovs TnvaKicrKovs. 1 

Bergk compares Phrynichus 2 : anvpov ttivokIitkov' koivov ^n-© nvp\ 
?rpoo-ei>r)veyp.evov. We may accept Phrynichus' explanation as 
correct ; but Aristophanes certainly did not make this distinction 
from sheer arbitrariness. The Telmessians was a comedy dealing 
with the superstitious practices of the Telmessians, a people noted 
throughout antiquity for its witchcraft. The newness of earthen- 
ware is an important factor also in the magical papyri where the 
xirpa Katvt) is repeatedly mentioned. 8 A possible explanation of 
the word anvpos would also be that the vessel was to consist of 
unbaked clay. This, too, finds its warrant in the magical papyri. 4 
In either case the reason for the prohibition lies in the enmity 
between fire, the pure, ethereal element, and magic. 5 

4. — Aristophanes, TeX/wo-i)?, 530 K.: 

rpdire£av rjfiin c'acpepe 
Tpets irodas e^ovcray, rijrapas 8e prj x* T0> - 
— K.a\ it66(v eya> Tplnovv rpdnefav X^yjfofiaij 

In a paper on 'Folk-lore in Artemidoros,' 6 1 have tried to show 
that tables were fitted with three legs, not for any practical reason, 
but on account of some mysterious religious idea. The Aris- 
tophanic passage just quoted, while it shows that four-legged 
tables must at least have been considerably more frequent than 
the others, still confirms my view. For the express command, 
coupled as it is with an express prohibition and occurring, in all 
probability, in an act of witchcraft, can have no other reason back 
of it but a superstitious one. 

5. — Alkaios, ravu^Sijs, 4 K.: 

Difficult as it is to interpret half a line from an ancient comedy 
which may have treated of everything under the sun, I neverthe- 

1 Pollux, X 82. 2 In Bekker's An. Gr. I 14. 

3 See the index of Wessely's Zauberpapyrus, in Wiener Denkschriften, 
XXXVI and XLII, s. v. ttcuv6s. 

4 Paris. Pap., vs. 900 b, ed. Wessely. 

s Cp. also Soph. Trach. 607. 6 Rhein. Mus. XLIX, p. 1 84. 
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less think that this particular half-verse allows of an interpretation. 
Indeed, it enables us to state the existence of a belief in the fifth 
century B. C. which hitherto has been known only from the 
monuments and the literature of later times. I refer to the belief 
in the Nereids as evil demons. This assumption of their char- 
acter has, in fact, mostly been based upon their modern signifi- 
cance. 1 It is only a few years since O. Crusius, 2 by interpreting 
a 'Hellenistic' relief, furnished proofs of the existence of similar 
beliefs, at least in Alexandrian times. Our fragment, however, 
takes us still farther back. The drastic treatment of the daughter 
of Nereus is eminently one of the means which were used against 
the evil eye, and as such reveals itself as good against evil spirits. 3 
Why the beautiful sea-nymphs became dangerous I do not know. 
Some inference, however, may be drawn from the behavior of 
water-nymphs towards Hylas 4 and from the more modern 
mermaids. 

6. — Krates, "Hpa>€r, 10 K.: 

tov av)(€v €K yrjs avenas as avrovs pheirav. 

What right have I to refer this passage to necromancy 5 ? It is 
only a very slight justification that it occurs in a comedy of the 
title "Hpaes. But it seems to me that the verse might almost 
stand as subscription to the well-known Teiresias vase. 6 On this 
monument of the fourth century B. C. we see Odysseus sitting 
on a heap of stones ; to his right and left his companions are 
standing, and between his feet the head of the ram killed as a 
sacrifice is lying. At his feet, furthermore, the shadow of 
Teiresias is visible. That is to say, we see his head and 
shoulders rising from the depth. He is certainly represented to»- 
avx<?V e'/c yr/s dvcitas tls airov fikevtov, so much so that from crown to 
chin there is an almost horizontal line. It has long since been 
surmised that this masterly painting goes back to some cele- 

1 See espec. B. Schmidt, Volksleben d. Neugriechen, pp. 105, 118 ff., 123. 

2 Philologus, L 97 ff. 

s O. Jahn, Leipz. Sitzgsber. 1855, 86 ff. Cp. the way in which Luther used 
to treat the attacks of the arch-fiend. About the demoniacal nature of the 
evil eye see the remarks by Bloomfield, this Journal, XVII 400. 

4 This point has been made by Schmidt, too, 1. c, p. 99, n. 7. Cp. also 
V. Laistner, Ratsel der Sphinx, and Class. Rev. X 413. 

5 See Index s. necromancy. 

6 Mon. Inst. IV 19 = Baumeister, Denkm. II, fig. 1254. 
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brated original, albeit unknown to us. 1 The close resemblance 
between the verse of an Athenian poet of the fifth century and 
the Athenian vase seems to me one more proof of the correctness 
of such an hypothesis. 

7. — Strattis, 4>oiWo-<n, 46 K. = Aristoph. Nijacu, 389 K.: 

"Es liegt ein defer Sinn im kind'schen Spiel." These words 
of the German poet, so often borne out by facts, are proved anew 
by our two passages. Nobody doubts, nowadays, that children's 
games and nursery rhymes are often the last refuge for older 
religious rites and songs. 2 The same process has taken place 
here. With all other nations of the earth, the Greeks too 
believed that eclipses of sun or moon were caused by some bad 
spirit or human being trying to attack or swallow the great 
luminaries. 3 It behooved man, therefore, to come to their rescue. 
This was done by making a hideous noise or by shouting incan- 
tations and songs. Now, in Pollux,* where the better of the two 
accounts of this game has been preserved, we read : ^ 5e ?£<*'> <& 

<j>i\ fp^ie, TratSia Kporov %x el T " )V ^otdatv trvv ro> eiri@orjp.aTi tovt<o, oitoTav 

pf'(j>os emdpdfir; tov 8e6v. There can be no doubt, to my mind, that 
in the cloud we must see the last incarnation of the evil spirit, 
which shall be disturbed and beaten off by the noise and shouts 
which are raised against it. 

8. — Aristoph. Ran. 298 ff.: 

aTrokovped , &va£ 'HpaK^eis. — ov pr) Ka\els p 
wpdpacp , inertia), pt]8e Karepels Toijvop.a. 
— Awvvae roivvv- — tovt id ^rrop 0ar(pov< 

There seems to underlie these verses the well-known idea of 
the power of the name, as old as the oldest incantations which 
we possess. 5 When you know the name of a demon, you have 
gained complete control over him, and, contrariwise, you must 
take good care lest the sprites learn yours, or they will control 

1 Baum. II. p. 1040. 

2 Grimm, Mythol., passim. Cp. Alice Gomrne, Traditional Games. 

3 Pauly-Wissowa, I 41, 4 ff.; cp. E. Rohde, Psyche, 379 ; W. Roscher, Selene. 
'Pollux, IX7. 

6 E. g. cp. A. Erman, Aegypten, p. 359 ff. 
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you. 1 Even the OiWis pseudonym of Odysseus goes back to this 
belief, however remotely. Dionysos is just now on his way to 
the lower world and particularly anxious to avoid the dangers 
which beset his path. It is only natural that he should observe 
the rule ; for, as Hall Caine puts it, custom must be indulged 
with custom or custom will weep. 

9- — Com. anon. 85 K.: SKeneSai/jKov, 6 Siearpa/ifiepos ras oif/as zeal 
olov vno Saifiovos neirXrjyas. j3X., o i'tto voaov naTWKKrjKws ko\ KaKO\povs 

wro Hatpovav.* " Larvae similis," says Kock. But all these expla- 
nations are at variance with grammar. For compounds which 
are formed by a verbal stem with noun following are objective 
compounds, viz. the noun is governed by the verb. 4 The meaning 

Of |8X« ireSalpav, therefore, would be, not o /3Xe7rdjit€i/or iino oV/ioi/o?, but 

o /3A<F7ro>K Sai/xora. The first part of Eustathius' gloss gives us the 
clue to its significance. Squinting has always been regarded as 
one of the surest marks whereby to recognize the 'jettatore.' 5 
This much once granted, and /3Xejr«8aiVo>i> is easily explained as 
' he who looks the demon.' 6 Many circumstances prove the 'evil 
eye' to have been regarded as the action of a demon. We need 
not go back to Demokritos' eiSooXa as the cause of vision, or to 
the clearly protective character of the amulets against the evil 
eye. Foremost among the marks of the fiaaKavos is the Imtos in 
his eye 7 ; that is, the figure of a horse, believed to be discernible 
in his pupil. O. Jahn, it is true, thinks this due to the confusion 
with the name of a peculiar eye-disease, 8 a theory foreshadowing, 
on a kindred field, M. Miiller's mythological 'disease of the 
language.' However, matters must be reversed. The very name 
of the sickness proves that its origin, too, was ascribed to the 
presence of a horse-shaped demon. 9 Neither is it a far cry from 
this explanation of fiXfireSmpav to the second part of the passages 

1 Cp. Laistner, Ratsel der Sphinx. 

2 Eustath., p. 206, 27. 3 Hesych., s. v. 

4 Ktihner, Gr. Gramm. I 338, 5. Cp. also H. Osthoff, Das Verbum in der 
Nominalcomposition. 

6 See Tuchmann, La Fascination in Melusine, IV ff. 

6 Cp. 'torva videns' in Latin. 

7 0. Jahn, Leipz. Sitzgsber. 1855, 35. For modern instances see Tuchmann, 
I.e. 

8 L. c, p. 35, 26. 

9 On sickness, incarnated in the bodies of beasts, cp. Bienkowski, Malocchio, 
in Eranos Vindob. 
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from Eustathios and Hesychios ; for the possessor of the evil eye 
is, of course, himself possessed by the spirit, 1 and, as frequently 
happens in such cases, himself harmed to some degree by him. 

Index. 

A. 

Abstinence, Menand. inc. 544 K. 

acorn, Nikochares inc. 15 K.; s. cabbage. 

alyidakos, bird of bad luck, Alkaios Ganym. 3 K. 

Akko, Hermippos Ath. gon. 7 K. 

Amaltheia, horn of, Philemon Pter. 65 K. 

amulet, Aristoph. Ach. 964-965 (Gorgo) ; Eupolis Bapt. 87 K. 

Diphilos Pall. 59 K. (cunnus) ; Menand. Parakat. 387 K. 
(snake) ; s. bracelet. 

dvaXirm, Magnes Lyd. 4 K.; s. dreams ; ompcfytacm. 

antipathy, schol. Aristoph. Eq. 539 ; s. cabbage. 

ants, gold-digging, Eubulos Glauk. 20 K. 

aphrodisiacs, Xenarchos Bupal. 1 K.; Alexis inc. 279 K. 

anoTp67ratop, schol. Aristoph. Ach. 284 ; s. amulet, Gorgo, evil eye, 
squilla, Ephesia grammata. 

Artemis = Hekate, Diphilos inc. 124 K. 

asphalt, in purification, Diphilos inc. 126 K. 

astrology, popular, Damoxenos Syntr. 2 K.; Nikomachos Eil. 
1 K.; Sosipater Kataps. 1 K.; Menand. inc. 531 K. (doubt- 
ful) ; Philemon Babyl. 16 K. (doubtful). 

B. 

Babylonian, as astrologer, Philemon Babyl. 16 K. (doubtful) ; 

s. astrology. 
fiao-Kaviov, s. evil eye. 

fiavKavos, Aristoph. Plut. 571 : Pherekrates inc. 174 K.; s. evil eye. 
bathing-water, must not be poured out at the door, Aristoph. 

Heroes 306 K.; s. door; s. p. 191. 
birds, and barbarians, Aristoph. Av. 199-200; 1681 ; Ran. 679- 
682. 
and soul, Aristoph. Vesp. 49-51 ; s. soul, 
bracelet, as amulet, Diphilos Pall. 59 K.; Menand. Parakat. 387 K.; 

s. amulet. 

1 O. Jahn, 1. c, 34. 
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C. 

Cabbage and wine, schol. Aristoph. Eq. 539 ; Eupolis Bapt. 74 K.; 

Nikochares inc. 15 K.; Telekleides Pryt. 27 K.; Alexis inc. 

286 K.; Amphis inc. 37 K.; Anaxandrides inc. 58 K.; Eubulos 

inc. 127 K.; s. acorn; antipathy, 
cathartes, Aristoph. Vesp. 1043 ; s. incubus ; sickness, 
cathartics, Aristoph. Pax 1250; Vesp. 119. 

charm, Aristoph. Thesm. 430; Antiphanes Dipl. 86 K.; Menand. 
Her. 213 K.; inc. 559 K., 702 K.; monost. 313. 
and counter-charm, s. moly. 
or medicine, Aristoph. inc. 872 K.; s. wkvtokwv. 
produces mania, Aristoph. Thesm. 561. 
charm-song, Aristoph. Ran. 1033 (s. Musaios) ; Amphiar. 29 K.; 

Daidal. 188 K.; Anaxandrides Od. 33, 12 K.; Antiphanes 

Philotheb. 217, 15 K.; com. dub. 1206 K. 
Charon, identified with death, Antiphanes Dipl. 86 K. 
xpri<rr6s — pure, Antiphanes inc. 272 K. 
Circe, as witch, Aristoph. Plut. 302. 

cock, untimely crowing of, ominous, Com. anon. 341 K.; s. omen, 
copper, material of a ring, Aristoph. Danaid. 250 K.; s. magical 

ring, 
cross-roads, Eupolis Dem. 120 K.; Charikleides Halys. 1 K.; s. 

Hekate. 
crumbs from the table, Aristoph. Heroes 305 K.; s. Heroes, 
cunnus, Diphilos Pall. 59 K.; s. amulet. 

D. 

Day, lucky or unlucky, Eupolis Kol. 174 K.; Menand. Leuc. 315 K. 
fourth of the month, Ameipsias inc. 28 K.; Aristonymos 
Hel. rig. 4 K.; Plato Peis. 100 K.; Sannyrion Gel. 5 K. 
dead, must not be slandered, Aristoph. Pax 648-656 ; Dionysios 
Soz. 6 K. 
intercourse with living, Aristoph. Dram. 278 K.; s. Mai- 
makterion. 
death = Charon, Antiphanes Dipl. 86 K. 

early d. is lucky, Menand. Dis. Exap. 125 K. — monost. 425. 
defaecation, to drive away demons, Alkaios Ganym. 4 K.; s. 

Nereid; s. p. 192. 
demon, sends sickness, Eupolis Mar. 191 K. 

and fate, Alexis Asotod. 25 K.; Menand. inc. 550 K.; 
Philemon inc. 191 K. 
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demon and life, Anaxandrides Anchis. 4 K. 

? AidXaor, a spectre, Kratinos inc. 402 K. 

&io<rj]fiua, Aristoph. Ach. 170-17 1 ; Nub. 579; s. omen. 

dog, incarnation of Hekate, Aristoph. inc. 82 M. 

donkey, Aristoph. Av. 721 ; s. crv/x^oXoi. 

door, sacred, Menand. inc. 740 K. (oath). 

seat of souls, Aristoph. Her. 306 K.; s. bathing-water ; s. 
p. 191. 
dreams, significance of, Aristoph. Vesp. 24-25 ; Kratinos inc. 363 
K.; Alexis Cithar. 103 K., inc. 272 K.; Menand. inc. 
534. 734 K -; Com. anon. 185 K. 
interpreted, Aristoph. Eq. 809 ; Vesp. 52-53 ; s. dvaXirm. 



Earthquake, ominous, Aristoph. Eccles. 791-793; s. fire, yaXrj. 

east, in purification, Kratinos Cheir. 232 K. 

eclipse, ominous, Aristoph. Nub. 584-586. 

ei/Ko-iwMj, kept in the house, Aristoph. Vesp. 398-399; cp. schol. 

Eq. 720. 
i\aw(iavT€la, schol. Aristoph. Ach. 1 1 28. 
Empusa, Aristoph. Eccles. 1056-1057 ; Ran. 288-296. 

= Hekate, Aristoph. Tagen. 500-501 K. 
Ephesia grammata, Anaxilas Lyrop. 18 K.; Menand. Paid. 371 K.; 

s. wedding. 
Eudemos, vendor of magical implements, Aristoph. Plut. 883-884 ; 

Ameipsias inc. 27 K. 
eunuch, foreboding ill, Com. an. 350 K.; s. avfifioKoi. 
Eurykles, ventriloquist, Aristoph. Vesp. 1019. 
evening, time of spectres, Aristoph. Av. 1484-1489 ; s. spectres, 
evil eye, Aristoph. Eq. 103-104, inc. 592 K.; Pherekrates inc. 

174 K.; Alexis Troph. 238 K.; Antiphanes Did. 80, 8 K.; 

Misop. 159 K.; Dionysios inc. 7-1 1 K.; Timokles Synerg. 

31 K.; Menand. inc. 540 K.; Nikomachos Naum. 2 K.; 

Philemon inc. 131 K.; Com. anon. 85 K., 160 K., 359 K.; 

s. fidaitavos, squinting; s. p. 195. 

F. 

Fig-tree, wood of bad luck, Com. anon. 7 K.; s. portent, sixteen, 
fire, ominous, Aristoph. Eccles. 792 ; s. earthquake. 

ordeal by, Aristoph. Lys. 133-134. 

destroys magical power, Aristoph. Telmes. 532 K.; s. p. 192. 
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flatfish, fairy-tale about its origin, Aristoph. Lys. 115-116. 
footwashing, Aristoph. dub. 914 K.; s. right and left. 
? foundation-sacrifice, Aristoph. Danaid. 245 K. 
four, in burial ritual, Aristoph. Eccles. 1031 ; s. vine. 

fourth day, s. day. 
furnace, protection of, Aristoph. inc. 592 K.; s. evil eye. 



TaXij, ominous, Aristoph. Eccles. 792 ; s. omen, aipfjokot. 
and loss of speech?, Aristoph. inc. 664 K. 

yaaTpopavTcla, S. Eurykles. 

yXavKos (fish), ominous, Nausikrates Naucl. 1. 2 K. 

and magic, Nausikrates Naucl. 1. 2 K.; s. omen, 
Persephone, Sicily, rpiyXtj. 
gods, their appearance accompanied by light, Aristoph. Av. 1709- 

I7I3- 
by scent, Aristoph. Av. 1715- 
1716. 
TorjTfs, title of a comedy by Aristomenes 5 K. 
Gorgo, on a helmet, Aristoph. Ach. 964-965 ; s. amulet, dn-orpo- 

iraiov. 

Gorgoneion, Aristoph. Pax 560-561 ; Lys. 560; s. shield. 

H. 

Hades' cap, Aristoph. Ach. 386-390 ; s. wizard. 

haruspicy, Aristoph. Telm. 540 K.; Euphron. Ad. 1 K.; Theor. 

7 K. 
Hekate, her chapel in every house, Aristoph. Vesp. 805. 
dog-shaped, Aristoph. inc. 594 K. 
invocation of, Charikleides Hal. 1 K. (s. cross-roads). 
= Artemis, Diphilos inc. 124 K. (s. Artemis). 
= Empusa, Aristoph. Tag. 500-501 K. (s. Empusa). 
title of comedies by Nikostratos n. 12 K.; by Diphilos 
28 ff. K. 
hellebore, Aristoph. Vesp. 1489 ; Kallias inc. 28 K.; Diphilos 
Helleb. 31 K. 
from Antikyra, Diphilos inc. 126 K. 
against mania, Menand. Aul. 69 K. 
Hermes, protects from evil, Aristoph. Plut. 1153-1154; Philemon 

dub. 226 K. 
Heroes, seat of, at doors, Aristoph. Her. 306 K.; s. door. 
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Heroes do evil, Menand. Syneph. 459 K.; Com. anon. 257 K. 

punish neglect, Aristoph. inc. 692 K. 

live on crumbs, Aristoph. Her. 305 K. 

= souls, Aristoph. Her. 305. 306 K.; Myrtilos Titanop. 
2 K.; s. souls, spectres. 

title of comedies by Aristoph.; by Chionides, Kock, v. I, 
p. 4 ; by Philemon 30 K. 
Heros, title of" comedies by Diphilos 47 K., by Menand. 209 ff. K. 
Hieronymos, Athenian wizard?, Aristoph. Ach. 386. 
Hippalektryon, sign of a ship, Aristoph. Ran. 932-933. 

I. J- 
'Iktwos, protection against, Aristoph. Av. 500-503. 
incubus, Aristoph. Vesp. 1037-1042; s. cathartes; sickness. 
Isis, oath by I. and sickness, Ophelion inc. 6 K. 
ivy, Aristoph. Vesp. 480; s. opiyavov. 
iynx, Aristoph. Lys. mo-mi. 

K. 

KepKopavrela, Aristoph. Pax 1054- 1055. 
Kidapos (fish), Pherekrates Dulod. 39 K. 
kXi)So»', Diphilos inc. 100 K.; s. omen. 

KovKivonavreia, Aristoph. Nub. 373 (doubtful) ; Philippides inc. 37 K. 
Kotytto, Eupolis Bapt. 83 K. 

Kybele, her priests as miraculous healers, Menand. Hier. 245 K.; 
s. p. 190. 

L. 

Lamia, Aristoph. Nub. 555-556 ; Menand. Plok. 403 K. 

her Spxeis, Aristoph. Pax 758 = Vesp. 1035. 

breaks wind when caught, Aristoph. Vesp. 1177 ; Krates 
Lam. 18 K. 

title of comedy by Krates. 
lamp, its sputtering prophesies rain, Aristoph. Vesp. 260-263. 
lentils, healing, Menand. inc. 530 K. 
lettuce, makes impotent, Eubulos Astyt. 14 K. 
light, accompanies the appearance of gods, Aristoph. Av. 1709- 

1713- 
lightning, ominous, Com. anon. 49 K. 

-stroke makes sacred, Aristophon Iatr. 3 K.; Anaxippos 
Ker. 3 K. 
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lightning-stroke and perjury, Antiphanes inc. 233 K. 

-tower (legend), Aristoph. A v. 1 537-1 538; cp. Aeschyl. 
Eum. 812-814. 
love-charm, Aristoph. Ach. 1065-1066 ; Alexis Mandr. 141 K. 

(s. mandragora); Menand. inc. 259 bM., 646 K. 
\v\vi.as, Plato Soph. 146 K. 

M. 

Magic, evil ?, Aristoph. inc. 793 K. = schol. Vesp. 288. 

and Samothracian mysteries, Aristoph. Pax 277-279 ; 
s. prayer, 
magical book, Aristomenes Goet. 9 K. 

herbs and metamorphosis, Aristoph. Av. 654-655. 
ring, Aristoph. Plut. 883-884 ; Danaid. 250 K.; Eupolis 
Bapt. 87 K.; Antiphanes Omph. 177 K.; s. copper, 
Eudemos, Phertatos. 
magician, Ameipsias inc. 27 K. (Eudemos) ; Theopompos Altb. 
2 K.; Anaxandrides Pharmakom. 81 K. (doubtful) ; 
Antiphanes Omph. 177 K. (Phertatos); Mnesima- 
chos Pharmakop. 6 K. (doubtful) ; Diphilos inc. 
126 K. 
social estimation of, Alexis Tarant. 222, 7 K. 
Maimakterion, mouth of the dead, Aristoph. Danaid. 278 K.; 

s. dead, 
mandragora, Alexis Mandr. 141 ff. K. 
mania, produced by spectres?, Menand. Phas. 502 K. 
Mdvreis, title of comedy by Alexis 146 ff. K. 
medicine, popular, Aristoph. Ach. 862-863. 

and charms, Anaxandrides Pharmakom. 81 K. 
and magic, Menand. inc. 530 K. 
Megara, seat of magicians, Theopomp. Alth. 2 K. 
miraculous cures, Menand. Hier. 245 K.; s. music, 
moly, as counter-charm ?, Com. anon. 641 K. 
monkey, forebodes ill, Com. anon. 350 K.; s. <rvn&o\ot. 
moon, influences action, Aristoph. Ach. 83-84. 

drawn down by magic, Aristoph. Nub. 749-752 ; Menand. 
Thess.; s. Thessaly. 
Mormo, Aristoph. Av. 1245; Eq. 693; Pax 473-474; Ran. 925; 

Krates Her. 8 K. 
Mormolykeion, Aristoph. Thesm. 417; Amphiar. 31 K; Ger. 
131 K. 
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mouse, its nibbling ominous, Com. anon. 341 K.; s. omen. 

Musaios, and charm-songs, Aristoph. Ran. 1033. 

music, subdues the gods, Menand. Hier. 245 K.; s. miraculous 

cures. 
lj.ipaiva, its relation to snakes, Com. anon. 219 M. (doubtful). 

N. 

Name, power of, Aristoph. Ran. 298-300; s. p. 194. 
necromancy, Aristoph. Av. 1553-1564; Krates Her. 10 K.; s. p. 

193 ; Alexis Thespr. 89 K. 
Nereid, as evil demon, Alkaios Gan. 4 K.; s. defaecation ; s. p. 

192. 
nursery-rhymes, Aristoph. Nes. 389 K.; Strattis Phoen. 46 K.; s. 

p. 194. 

O. 

'Qkutokio, Aristoph. Thesm. 504 ; inc. 872 K.; s. charm. 

omen, Aristoph. Ach. 170-171 ; Av. 720; Eccles. 791-793; Eq. 

24-29. 638-640; Nub. 579 f. 584-586. 1128-1129; 

Vesp. 1086; Hermippos inc. 81 K.; Theopompos inc. 

74 K.; Anaxandrides Agr. 1 K.; Nausikrates Naukl. 

1. 2 K.; Diphilos inc. 100 K.; Menand. inc. 534 K.; 

Philemon inc. 100 K.; Com. anon. 49 K., 341 K.; s. 

COCk, dioarjp,(la, yakij, yXavKos, K\t]8a>p, mouse, Owl. 

'accipio,' Eupolis Dem. 119 K. 

absit, Aristoph. Av. 61 ; Lys. 146-147 ; Plut. 114-116. 359. 
855; Vesp. 161. 535-536; Anaxandrides Agr. 1,46. 
K.; Antiphanes Omph. 177 K.; Menand. Deisid. 109 
K.; Methe 321 K. Cp. Transact. Am. Phil. Ass. 
XXVII 34. 
omission, Myrtilos Titanop. 2 K.; s. silence, tombs. 

oveipOfidpTeis, S. avakvTat. 

onions, Aristoph. Eccles. 1091-1092 ; Com. anon. 484 K. 
opiyavov, Aristoph. Eccles. 1030 ; Ran. 602 ; Vesp. 480 ; s. ivy ; 

Anaxandrides Pharmakom. 81 K. 
opvidoptavTela, Aristoph. Av. 593-601. 716-722 ; Plut. 63. 
Orpheus, as healer, Antiphanes Orph. 180 K. (very doubtful) ; 

s. magic and mysteries, 
owl, Aristoph. Vesp. 1086 ; Menand. inc. 534 K.; s. omen, 

OVfJij3o\oi. 
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P. 

Petosiris, Aristoph. Dan. 257 K. 

^apfiaKofiavris, title of a comedy by Anaxandrides 49 ff. K. 

Phertatos, manufacturer or vendor of magical rings, Antiphanes 

Omph. 177 K.; s. magician, 
phthisis, sent by a god, Aristoph. Vesp. 158-160. 

rromrva-^os, Aristoph. Plut. 732. 

vopfy, Aristoph. Plut. 618. 

portent, Plato inc. 257 K.; Com. anon. 7 K.; s. fig-tree; sixteen, 
possessed, Aristoph. Vesp. 119; Alexis 87 K.; Menand. Heaut. 
140 K. 
women prophesy, Menand. Theoph. 223 ff. K. 
prayer of ixvo-tm can bind the steps of the runner, s. magic and 

mysteries, 
prostitutes, as witches?, Com. anon. 220 K. 
purification, Kratinos Cheir. 232 K.; Araros 12 K.; Diphilos inc. 

126 K.; Menand. inc. 530 K. 
purity, of water, Aristoph. Amphiar. 32 K. 
irvpofiavreia, Aristoph. Pac. 1026. 

R. 

Red, in miraculous cures, Aristoph. Plut. 730-732. 
rejuvenation, in comedies by Philemon 8 K.; by Philippides 5 ff. K. 
right and left, Aristoph. dub. 914 K. 
rumor, Aristoph. Av. 720. 

S. 

Salt, in medicine, Menand. inc. 530 K. 

sardonyx?, Philemon inc. 73 K., 216 K. 

scent, accompanies appearance of gods, Aristoph. Av. 1715-1716 ; 

s. gods. 
Scythia, seat of witches?, Xenarchos Scyth. 12 K. 
sea-water, in purification, Diphilos inc. 126 K. 
servant, meeting a s. forebodes ill, Aristoph. Av. 721 ; s. o-^oXoi. 
seven, Aristoph. Lys. 698. 

shield : device, Aristoph. Ach. 574 (Gorgoneion) ; Lys. 560 (do.), 
shoe, and right foot, Aristoph. dub. 914 K.; s. right and left. 
Sicily, seat of wizards, Nausikrates Naukl. 1. 2 K.; s. yXainos. 
sickness, as demon, Aristoph. Vesp. 1037-1042 ; s. incubus, 
healed by charm-song, Aristoph. Ran. 1033. 
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sickness, sent by demons, Eupolis Mar. 191 K. 

caused by witchcraft, Xenarchos Scyth. 12 K. 
silence, Myrtilos Titanop. 2 K.; s. omission, tombs, 
sixteen, Com. anon. 7 K.; s. fig-tree. 

snake, healing, Aristoph. Plut. 733-736 ; Kratinos Troph. 225 K. 
(doubtful), 
as amulet on bracelet, Menand. Par. 387 K. 
and stick, Com. anon. 486 K.; cp. Transact. Am. Phil. Ass. 
XXVI 53. 
sneezing, ominous, Aristoph. Av. 720; Menand. inc. 534 K.; 

Philemon inc. 100 K. 
soul, and star, Aristoph. Pax 832-833. 

as bird, Aristoph. Vesp. 49-51 ; s. Heroes, 
spectres, size of, Krates Her. 11 K. 

strike men, Aristoph. Av. 1490-1493. 
evening their time, Aristoph. Av. 1484-1489. 
hover in or over the coffin, Com. anon. 1151 K. 
title of comedies by Menand. 501 ff. K.; by Philemon 
84 K.; by Theognetos, Kock, v. Ill, 364. 
spitting, Aristoph. Pax 528. 
squill, buried at the door-sill, Aristoph. Dan. 255 K. 

purifying, Kratinos Cheir. 232 K.; Diphilos 126 K. 
squinting, sign of evil eye, Com. anon. 85 K.; s. p. 195. 
star, and soul, Aristoph. Pax 832-833. 
storm, sacrifice to, Aristoph. Ran. 847-848. 

sulphur, used in purification, Araros Kamp. 12 K.; Diphilos inc. 
126 K. 
used in healing, Menand. inc. 530 K. 
superstition, castigated in Aristoph. Amphiaraos and in Menand. 

Deisidaimon ; s. p. 190. 
superstitious (oAoAos), Theopomp. Tisam. 61 K.; Menand. Deisid. 

112 K.; Misog. 326 K., inc. 601 K., 1046 K.; s. p. 189 ff. 
swallows, language of, Nikostratos 27 K. 

o-iftPoXoi, Aristoph. Av. 721; Eccles. 792; Alkaios Gan. 3 K.; 
Menand. inc. 534 K.; Philemon inc. 100 K.; Com. anon. 350 K. 

T. 

Table, three-legged, in witchcraft, Aristoph. Telm. 530 K.; s. p. 

192. 
Telmessians, title of comedy by Aristoph. 528 ff. K. 
Thessalian, title of comedy by Menander 229 ff. K. 
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Thessaly, seat of witches, Aristoph. Nub. 749 ff.; s. moon. 

theurgy, Menand. Hier. 245 K. 

three, feet of a table, Aristoph. Telm. 530 K. 

the divine number, Antiphanes Myst. 165 K. 

calls of the dead, Aristoph. Ran. 1175-1176. 

springs, water from, Menand. inc. 530 K. 

third wave the highest, Menand. inc. 536 K. 
threshold, protection of, Aristoph. Dan. 255 K.; s. squill, 
thunder, makes idiotic, Aristoph. Eccles. 793; Menand. Georg. 

100 K.; Philemon Moich. 44 K.; Com. anon. 965. 995 K. 
tombs, passed in silence, Myrtilos Titanop. 2 K.; s. omission, 
torch, in purification, Diphilos inc. 126 K. 

rplyXt] (fish), sacred to Hekate, Plato Phaon 19. 20 K.; Charikleides 
Halys. 1 K. 
to Persephone, Nausikrates Naukl. 1. 2 K.; s. yXavKos. 

V. 
Vine, tendrils used in prothesis, Aristoph. Eccles. 1031 ; s. four. 

W. 

Water, against demoniacal diseases, Aristoph. Vesp. 119. 

and dreams, Aristoph. Ran. 1338-1340. 

from three springs, Menand. inc. 530 K. 
wedding, and Ephesia grammata, Menand. Paid. 371 K. 
white, lucky color, Menand. Leuc. 315 K.; s. day. 
wind-eggs, Aristoph. Daid. 185. 186 K.; Plato Daid. 19 K.; 

Araros Caen. 6 K.; Menand. Dact. 104 K. 
witch, s. prostitute, Thessaly, women. 

and sickness, Xenarchos Scyth. 12 K. 
witchcraft, Aristoph. Thesm. 534 ; Menand. inc. 535 K. 
wizard, Aristoph. Ach. 386 ; s. Hades, Hieronymos. 
women, as witches, s. Thessaly, prostitute. 

as miraculous healers, Menand. inc. 530 K. 
wood of unlucky trees, Edpolis Dem. 120 K.; s. cross-roads; 

Com. anon. 7 K.; s. fig-tree, 
word, power of, Aristoph. A v. 646-647; cp. K\r)8<i>v; s. prayer. 

Ernst Riess. 



